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Youth Violence Prevention. Seattle Parks and Recreation’s Youth Violence Prevention Team and the 
Camp Long Environmental Learning Center, in partnership with Seattle Police Department’s 
Community Outreach Unit, held the first Peace Camp at Camp Long in West Seattle recently. 
Fourteen youth and four chaperones from South Park Community Center committed their weekend 
to becoming Peace Keepers. The goal of this overnight experience was to ensure youth are able to 
fully understand their ability to contribute to peacekeeping in their communities and lead other 
movements in places where youth gather, such as school campuses, churches and community 
centers. 

Downtown Parks Programming. We have begun our downtown parks programming for the summer. 
We will host nearly 200 events between June and September in our eight downtown parks. We’ll 
have everything from live music concerts to buskers to dancing to movies to arts and crafts for kids. 
Nearly all of it is free. (We have some low-cost urban gardening classes that are taught in association 
with Seattle Tilth.) In addition, wi-fi is working at Victor Steinbrueck, Westlake and Occidental. 
 
Salmon Enchanted Evenings. The salmon bake program that Tom Douglas began last year to raise 
money for security at Victor Steinbrueck Park will occur again this year --this time without the 
controversy. One Friday a month, Tom Douglas will serve a $15 salmon dinner in the park from June 
through September. http://tomdouglas.com/index.php/news/48/49/Salmon-Chanted-Evening   
 
Fundraiser for people with disabilities. We recently held our major annual fundraiser for Special 
Populations programs with more than 50 people with disabilities swimming and walking for money 
at Meadowbrook Pool and the North Teen Life Center. Participants enjoyed a carnival and lunch at 
the Teen Center, which preceded the walking and swimming.  Special guests included the Sounders 
Marching Band, which played to encourage the walkers. Despite the rain, they raised more than 
$3,000. The money will support Seattle Parks and Recreation programs for people with disabilities. 
 
Seasonal Vendors.  Seasonal vendors have begun to appear in some Parks locations, with most 
others scheduled to start later this month and during the first half of June. We have seasonal 
vendors in about 25 parks throughout the City during the summer months. 
 
Latino Health Fair. More than 600 people attended the Rainier Community Center SeaMar Latino 
Health Fair last month. The organization offered free dental, vision, medical, and developmental 
health screenings to all the participants. They also offered workshops on health and nutrition.   

 
Dive-in Movies. This progam at Medgar Evers Pool continues to be a big hit. There were 85 kids who 
splashed around last month to “Diary of a Wimpy Kid.” One kid was so excited to find out the movie 
next month is “Megamind” that he made a calendar to check of the days until the event. 
 
Free sports classes for youth. Best Effort Basketball Camp dates have been set at nine community 
centers this July. This free camp, which has had more than 1,000 campers per summer since it began 
in 1986, is being offered at South Park, Delridge, Rainier, Meadowbrook, Northgate, Loyal Heights, 
Garfield, Yesler, and Jefferson Community Centers beginning July 11.   This camp is one of seven 

http://tomdouglas.com/index.php/news/48/49/Salmon-Chanted-Evening


different sports being offered as free camps to the community this summer through the Citywide 
Youth Athletic Office. 

 
Delridge Skatepark.  Construction of the Delridge Skatepark is going well. We currently expect the 
project to be complete at the end of August and hope to combine the opening celebration with the 
community organized Delridge Days event. 

 
Washington Park Arboretum - New Zealand Focal Forest.  Design of the New Zealand Focal Forest is 
complete.  The plants are currently being propagated from seed of a known provenance.  These 
plants will reach maturity for planting in the fall of 2012; therefore, construction will start in the 
summer of 2012.  In preparation for this project a number of trees will be removed over the next 
year and a half and will be replaced at a rate far greater than 2:1. A public meeting will be scheduled 
in June of 2011 to give an update on the implementation of the Arboretum Master plan highlighting 
this project. 

 
Yesler Community Center. The Yesler Community Center has been working with Seattle University’s 
Associate Director for Center for Service and Community Engagement to identify programming 
needs for the summer.  For this summer, SU will provide the Center with a work study student full 
time to support all the programs and services geared toward youth.  The Computer Lab coordinator 
has been working with the Director to coordinate the services. 
 
Magnolia Manor Park.  The Friends of the Magnolia Manor Park, along with the consultant, 
SiteWorkshop have conducted two public meetings to create a site plan for Magnolia Manor Park.  
The Seattle Public Utilities site includes a reservoir and about four acres of open space, much of 
which is fenced off from the neighborhood. Most of this fencing will require removal and 
replacement as part of the scope for the individual elements.  The design will include a Parks and 
Green Spaces Levy dog off-leash area.  There is strong interest in having a P-Patch which might be 
funded from the Levy, too.   

 
Seward Park.  The Friends of Seward Park have installed new trail signs (using Neighborhood 
Matching Funds) along the Sqebeqsed Trail (formerly known as the Spine Trail or, service road).  This 
project was named in the Seward Park Trail plan that was developed with Neighborhood Matching 
Funds last year. Friends of Seward Park began celebrating the park’s Centennial anniversay on June 
4, 2011 with a trail dedication. The park was named on June 2, 1911.  

 
 


